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4. That Kananaskis Country parks staff, aided by the GBCTA and other trail user groups, 
will provide appropriate annual trail maintenance at the West Bragg Creek Trail 
System.  

 
5. GBCTA to work with TPR to address existing gaps in user information (eg. counts of 

vehicles, people etc.) and how best to obtain ‘User Satisfaction and Preference” 
information. 

 
6. Work to establish and maintain better and more frequent communication between 

trail recreationists, government and stakeholders.  In particular, the GBCTA, CMBA 
and TPR staff to review and comment on future proposed timber harvesting plans 
within or near trails plan area with a view to reducing negative impacts and 
maximizing benefits for trails. 

 
7. TPR to refurbish West Bragg Trailhead facilities when budget permits.  This should 

include an appropriate number of fixed picnic tables but no firepits.  The need for 
expanded parking capacity to meet demands should be addressed as well as conflict 
with cattle in and around the parking lot.  A new trailhead parking facility should be 
developed on the north side of Hwy 66 opposite Allen Bill Pond.  This should 
accommodate existing overflow and future increases in summer trail use.  The 
GBCTA should review and comment on proposed designs.  

 
8. TPR and Alberta Transportation to improve maintenance and safety of access road 

between KC boundary and West Bragg parking lot (eg:  dust abatement; posting 
speed limit). 

 
9. TPR will work with the GBCTA to implement the standard practice weed control 

policy followed by others in this area for new trails.  
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 Appendix A  -  Kananaskis Country Trail Standards   
 

SUMMARY OF TRAIL CLASSIFICATION AND DESIGN STANDARDS FOR:  
DAY-USE, BACKCOUNTRY HIKING, CROSS-COUNTRY SKI AND SNOWSHOE TRAILS  

 
C L E A R I N G W I D T H G R A D I E N T 

 
TYPE AND HEIGHT WIDTH SURFACE MAX

 MAXIMUM 
CLASSIFICATION USE AREA MIN - MAX (MIN.) MIN - MAX MATERIALS DESIRABLE SUST.  SHORT PITCHES 

 
1. Day Use 

Hiking Trails  
 
Class I High use interpretive trails and/ 2.5 - 3.5 m 3.0 m 1.5 - 2.0 m Introduced 0- 8% 12% 20% - 10
 m 

or high density day-use areas  
 
Class II Moderate use interpretive trails 1.5 - 2.5 m 3.0 m 0.8 - 1.2 m Local 0- 10% 25% 40% - 20 
m 

and majority of day-use areas  
 
2. Backcountry 

Hiking Trails 
 

Class I Access trail to backcountry and 1.5 - 2.0 m 3.0 m 0.8 - 1.0 in Local 0- 10% 15% 25% - 15
 m 

low use trails in major valleys 
 

Class II Routes beyond main access trails 1.2 - 1.5 m 3.0 m 0.5 - 0.8 m Local 0- 10% 25% 50%- 30
 m 
 

Class III Wilderness trails with low use 0.8 - 1.2 m 3.0 m 0.3 - 0.5 m Local 0- 15% 30% 50% - 50 
m 
 
3. Cross-Country 

Ski Trails 
 

Class I Double track ski trails 4.5 - 5.0 m 3.5 m 3.0 - 4.0 m Cleared 0- 10% 15% 25% - 15
 m 
 

Class II Single track ski trails 3.5 - 4.5 m 3.5 m 2.0 - 3.0 m cleared 0- 10% 15% 25% - 15
 m 
 
4. Snowshoe Trails 
 

Class I Moderate to high use in core areas 2.0 - 3.5 m 3.5 m *N/A Cleared 0- 10% 15% 25% - 15
 m 

 
* When identified for multi-use, 
appropriate tread  
standards would then be applied.  
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Appendix B  -  Stacked Loop Trail Layout Concept 
 
 
 

 
 
Source: IMBA Trail Solutions Manual, 2004 
 


