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Investors

There are many avenues to explore if you are considering investing in the tourism industry. 

The table below summarizes some helpful links.

Program Description Program Description Criteria/Eligibility

ATPR - Tourism Business 
Development Forum

An annual spring forum open to communities, non-profits, 
private tourism developers and investors to learn about 
tourism business development in Alberta.

Open to communities, non-profits, private tourism developers 
and investors.

ATPR - Tourism 
Investment Symposium

This annual symposium is an opportunity for communities to 
promote market-ready tourism development opportunities 
like hotels, resorts, golf courses and marinas to investors, 
developers and hotel franchisors.

A community will gain valuable exposure among investors that 
are actively investing in Alberta’s tourism industry. Not only 
will your projects be shared with investors in advance of the 
symposium to generate interest, but your project will also be 
featured on a section of the Department’s website dedicated to 
tourism investment opportunities. There is no cost to participate 
in the Tourism Investment Symposium.

British Columbia - Alberta 
Trade, Investment, 
and Labour Mobility 
Agreement (TILMA)

Consists of a set of General Rules and Special Provisions 
that apply to all government measures such as legislation, 
regulations, standards, policies, procedures and guidelines 
that affect trade, investment and labour mobility. The 
purpose of the TILMA is to reduce or eliminate barriers 
to trade, investment and your ability to work in both 
provinces; increase opportunities to work; make it easier to 
find workers or attract investment capital; reduce costs on 
the goods and services you use every day; and benefit all 
residents of Alberta and British Columbia.

The Agreement applies across all sectors of the economies of 
British Columbia and Alberta. If a measure is not clearly identified 
as an exception, it is subject to the rules of the agreement.

Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) - Taxation

In Canada, there are several taxes, tariffs, and duties. The 
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) is the federal government 
department responsible for administering tax laws for 
the Government of Canada and for most provinces and 
territories. 

The most common taxes are: Income tax, Employment Insurance 
premiums (EI), Provincial Sales Taxes (PST), Canada Pension Plan 
contributions (CPP) and the Goods and Services Tax (GST).

Canada’s Venture 
Capital & Private Equity 
Association (CVCA) - 
Venture Capital

The CVCA represents the majority of private equity 
companies in Canada, with over 1700 members. 
CVCA members have over $75 billion in capital under 
management, in three distinct market segments: Buyout, 
Mezzanine and Venture Capital.

CVCA is a leading source for advocacy, networking, information 
and professional development for venture capital and private 
equity professionals.

Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada (CIC) 
- Business Immigration

Business immigrants can invest in or start businesses in 
Canada. Through their business investment, they support 
the development of a strong Canadian economy. All 
business immigrants must apply at the visa office nearest 
them. 

There are three classes of business immigrants: investor, 
entrepreneur and self-employed person. Business immigrants are 
expected to make a C$400,000 investment or plan to own and 
manage a businesses in Canada.

Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada 
(CIC) - Work Permits for 
Foreign Workers

Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) has developed 
a fair and transparent process for granting work permits to 
foreign workers. 

The goal is to help Canadian employers hire workers with 
specific skill sets while protecting the interests of the Canadian 
workforce.

Export Development 
Canada (EDC) - Canadian 
exporters and investors

EDC has developed a number of innovative ways to support 
foreign buyers of Canadian goods and/or services through 
loans, guarantees and lines of credit.

Loans can be provided to foreign companies purchasing capital 
goods and/or services which are typically financed over at least 
two years. Any foreign buyer of Canadian goods and/or services 
can inquire about their financing services.

Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade 
Canada - Canadian 
Representatives Abroad

Directory of Government of Canada diplomatic and consular 
missions overseas. 

Available to assist investors pursuing opportunities in Canada.
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Funding Amounts Link Contact Information

N/A www.tpr.alberta.ca Government of Alberta  
Toll free: 310-0000 or (780) 422-4991 

N/A www.tpr.alberta.ca Government of Alberta  
Toll free: 310-0000 of (780) 422-4991 

N/A www.tilma.ca Government of Alberta  
Toll free: 310-0000 or (780) 427-6543

N/A www.investincanada.
gc.ca

Toll free: 1-800-267-6999

N/A www.cvca.ca (416) 487-0519

N/A www.investincanada.
gc.ca

Toll free: 1-888-242-2100

N/A www.investincanada.
gc.ca

Toll free: 1-888-242-2100

Competitive rates are available to borrowers based on credit quality, general market 
conditions, and the length of repayment terms being considered.

www.edc.ca Toll free: 1-800-267-8510  
(North America only)

N/A www.international.
gc.ca

Toll free: 1-800-267-8376
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Program Description Program Description Criteria/Eligibility

Government of Alberta 
- Alberta’s International 
Offices

The Province of Alberta currently operates International 
Offices in various locations in Asia, Europe and North 
America.

The International Offices have played a vital role in strengthening 
Alberta’s trade presence around the world, and have helped 
Alberta companies develop important business relationships 
worldwide.

Industry Canada - 
Investment Canada Act

Under the Act, a non-Canadian includes any business entity 
that is not controlled or beneficially owned by Canadian 
citizens. 

If you are a non-Canadian and you plan to acquire control over 
an existing Canadian business or establish a new business in 
Canada, you must contact the Canadian government to file 
either a notification or an application for review.

Alberta Immigrant 
Nominee Program (AINP)

The AINP is an immigration program operated by Alberta 
Employment and Immigration in conjunction with 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) to expedite the 
processing of an application for permanent residence.

Individuals nominated by the Province of Alberta, together with 
their spouse and dependent children, are eligible to apply for a 
permanent resident visa through CIC as a Provincial Nominee. 
CIC expedites permanent resident applications from Provincial 
Nominees and makes final decisions on the permanent resident 
applications.

The National Angel 
Organization (NAO) - 
Angel Capital

The NAO is the Canadian voice of angel investors dedicated 
to promoting best practices and advocacy for angel 
investors. 

The NAO is an incorporated not-for-profit that provides angel 
investors with a secure environment to network and learn from 
their peers as well as the opportunity to be heard collectively on 
national issues.

Trade Agreements The Canadian government recognizes the import role 
international trade plays in the Canadian economy. 

To provide market access for Canadian goods and services, 
Canada establishes trade agreements with countries around the 
world.

Travel Alberta 
Corporation

Travel Alberta Corp. is the official destination marketing 
organization for Alberta. Travel Alberta In-Province is 
responsible for executing marketing programs aimed at 
markets within Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba. The international division promotes Alberta 
abroad to tourists.

Travel Alberta In-Province offers a variety of services to Alberta’s 
tourism industry including assistance with increasing marketing 
experience, knowledge, packaging knowledge, service and 
training sophistication within the industry and helping prepare 
emerging products for targeted markets. Funded by the 
Government of Alberta and based on collections of the four 
percent Tourism Levy on visitor accommodation.

Travel Alberta 
Corporation - Tourism 
Destination Regions (TDR)

There are six tourism destination regions in Alberta: Alberta 
Central, Alberta North, Alberta South, Calgary & area, 
Canadian Rockies and Edmonton & area. Each TDR is 
governed by a board of directors and priorities focus on the 
provision of marketing support to industry consortia. The 
overall goal of the TDRs is to increase tourism within their 
regions. 

Consortia marketing applications are reviewed on a case by case 
basis.

Notes and Comments
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Funding Amounts Link Contact Information

N/A www.albertacanada.
com/1234.html

Government of Alberta  
Toll free: 310-0000 or (780) 427-4323

For non-World Trade Organization (WTO) investors, the threshold is $5 million for 
a direct acquisition and over $50 million for an indirect acquisition; the $5 million 
threshold will apply however for an indirect acquisition if the asset value of the 
Canadian business being acquired exceeds 50% of the asset value of the global 
transaction. A threshold is calculated annually for reviewable direct acquisitions by 
or from WTO investors. The threshold for 2009 is $312 million. Pursuant to Canada’s 
international commitments, indirect acquisitions by or from WTO investors are not 
reviewable.

www.ic.gc.ca Toll free: 1-800-328-6189

N/A www.albertacanada.
com/immigration

Toll free within Alberta: 1-877-427-6419

N/A www.angelinvestor.ca (416) 581-0009

N/A www.investincanada.
gc.ca

Toll free: 1-800-O-Canada  
(1-800-622-6232)

N/A www.industry.travel 
alberta.com

Toll free: 1-800-252-3782 or  
(403) 297-2700

N/A www.industry.travel 
alberta.com

Toll free: 1-800-252-3782 or  
(403) 297-2700

Notes and Comments

www.industry.travel
alberta.com
www.industry.travel
alberta.com
www.industry.travel
alberta.com
www.industry.travel
alberta.com
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Other Helpful Resources

Many other resources are available from various government departments and agencies to help organizations with 
business and financial planning. These helpful resources are summarized in the following table.

Program Description Description Link Contact Information

Government of Alberta 
website

Lists resources for business development & community 
economic development.

www.albertacanada.com see website

Alberta Municipal Affairs 
- Municipal Profiles

Municipal Profiles are a compilation of statistical, financial, 
and other information about municipalities in the Province of 
Alberta. The information is based on data made available to 
and reports submitted to Alberta Municipal Affairs.

www.municipalaffairs.
alberta.ca

see website

Alberta Tourism, Parks 
and Recreation (ATPR)

ATPR offers a “one window” approach to assisting tourism 
businesses. Help is offered in the area of tourism business 
development, research & investment . As well it can facilitate 
your dealings with other departments in government.

www.tpr.alberta.ca Government of Alberta  
Toll free: 310-0000 or  
(780) 422-4991 

Alberta Venture 
Magazine

This magazine publishes a guidebook on financing for 
businesses.

www.albertaventure.com  (780) 990-0839

AlbertaFirst.com A provincial, municipal and industry partnership created to 
provide valuable information to businesses and individuals 
interested in starting a business or locating to Alberta. 
Detailed listings, statistics, profiles and opportunities are 
provided on key businesses, industry sectors, regions and 
communities throughout Alberta.

www.albertafirst.com Toll free: 1-866-209-5959

Canada Business Service 
Centre

A web based, interactive business planner, that is a helpful 
tool when you are preparing your business plan.

www.canadabusiness.ca Toll free: 1-800-272-9675

Canadian Bankers 
Association (CBA) 

The Canadian Bankers Association is a professional industry 
association that provides its members - the chartered banks 
of Canada - with information, research and operational 
support and contributes to the development of public policy 
on financial services. The CBA also provides information, 
statistics and publications to help individual and small 
business consumers manage their financial affairs.

www.cba.ca Toll free: 1-800-263-0231  
For general banking inquiries, 
contact your local financial 
institution.

Canadian Tourism 
Commission (CTC)

The Canadian Tourism Commission has produced a number 
of publications containing useful information regarding the 
financial aspects surrounding your tourism operation.

www.corporate.canada.
travel

(604) 638-8300

Government of Canada - 
Canada Business Network

Sources of financing can help you locate traditional or 
alternative sources of financing for your small business. 
You will find an extensive directory of Canadian financial 
providers, information on different types of financing, and 
tips to help you secure financing.

www.canadabusiness.ca Toll free: 1-888-576-4444

Industry Canada - 
Performance Plus

Performance Plus is an interactive on-line financial 
performance tool to help new and established firms 
determine how they measure up to the competition. This 
tool will assist you in making sound operational decisions by 
comparing your performance with industry financial norms.

www.ic.gc.ca Toll free: 1-800-328-6189

TEC VenturePrize Alberta’s Business Plan Competition, annual competition on 
business plans, over $150,000 in prizes to be shared among 
finalists.

www.tecedmonton.com (780) 492-8857

The Business Link - 
Federal/Provincial 
Government

Offers a listing of government programs and services in 
Alberta.

www.canadabusiness.ca/
alberta

Toll free: 1-800-272-9675 

The Conference Board 
of Canada - Canadian 
Tourism Research Institute 
(CTRI)

The Canadian Tourism Research Institute serves the travel 
and tourism industry in providing sound economic forecasts 
and models. With timely and insightful interpretation of data 
specifically relevant to travel, subscribers are kept up-to-date.

www.conferenceboard.ca Toll free: 1-866-711-2262
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Notes and Comments
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Conclusion

As illustrated in this guide, there are a variety of sources of funding available for your 
business or organization. When developing a funding proposal for your tourism venture, 
ensure you:

Understand the funding source’s criteria.•	

Understand the advantages and disadvantages of the type of funding that you are •	
considering, (e.g. debt versus equity financing).

Know the eligibility requirements before applying, as they are different for each •	
funding source.

Be aware of any funding program deadlines.•	

Ensure that your business plan, financial proposal or grant application covers the areas •	
required by the funder/financing source. 

It is always a good idea to have an independent business advisor review your application 
before it is submitted.

Please contact Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation’s Tourism Business Development, 
Research and Investment Branch at (780) 422-4991, toll free anywhere in Alberta 
310-0000 or visit our website: www.tpr.alberta.ca for more information.

We wish you much success and enjoyment in your journey to develop your tourism 
opportunity.
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OTHER ALBERTA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT GUIDES:

Tourism Funding
Sources Guide
Providing an overview of federal, provincial, and other 
agencies and institutions that have funding programs 
for a range of tourism development projects. This 
guide has been developed for for-profit businesses, 
non-profit organizations/communities and tourism 
investors.

Tourism Development Guide

A guide to help navigate the tourism development  
process

This guide examines Alberta’s tourism industry and provides a thorough 

analysis of tourism development in the province. The information abides by 

the regulations set by municipal, provincial and federal governments, making 

it a practical tool for the first-time tourism developer.

Tourism Business Planning Guide

A guide to assist with the preparation of a 
business plan

The Business Plan is a tool used by entrepreneurs to logically and 

systematically plan all aspects of their business. Writing a business plan is 

an important step in the development of a successful business. This guide is 

designed as an aid to writing a business plan for an existing or prospective 

tourism project.

Tourism, Parks and Recreation
Tourism Business Development, Research 
and Investment Branch
6th Floor, Commerce Place
10155 – 102 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4L6 
Telephone:  (780) 422-4991 
or 310-0000 (toll free anywhere 
in Alberta)

www.tpr.alberta.ca




